Ben’s Story or Josh, Liam, Maya and Aiden’s Story
NARRATION
It is lunchtime at school and four friends – Josh, Liam, Maya and Aiden – sit at their usual table together in the canteen.  They start to talk about the morning’s lessons, in particular, PE.
“I hate PE,” blurts Liam, “ ’specially when its circuit training in the gym.” The others all nod in agreement.
“I don’t mind it too much,” says Maya.
“Ha, that’s because you’re like a little monkey scuttling about,” jokes Aiden
“You can’t say that Aiden,” states Josh.
“Why?!” replies Aiden, “What’s the problem?”
“You know why,” replied Josh
There was an awkward pause as the friends ate their lunch.  Maya is clearly hurt by Aiden’s comment.
Liam chimes in, “Did you see Ben?” 
“Oh yeh,” Aiden laughs.
Liam and Aiden giggle together remembering how Ben was teased in class for falling off the equipment because he ‘gripped it funny’, and how some of their classmates started to flap and flick their hands mimicking Ben behind his back whenever he walked past them.
“It’s not funny!” yells Josh.
“Where is he anyway?” Maya steps in trying to stifle a potential argument.
“He’s probably still getting changed in the girls’ toilet,” jokes Aiden.
“That’s it!” Josh jumps up and starts to defend his friend, Ben.  Maya tries to calm things down, claiming that Aiden doesn’t mean any harm. It’s just another one of his silly jokes. 
Liam says that he does feel a ‘bit funny’ around Ben though.  He goes on to say that his uncle told him that when he used to be in the army anyone gay, like Ben, was considered unnatural and shouldn’t have been there.  It was only a place for proper men.  “Anyway, it was illegal back then,” he concludes.
Maya replies, “Well it’s not now and there are lots of gay people in the armed forces these days.  Everything’s changed for…”
“Yeh, maybe not for the better,” interrupts Liam, without thinking.  This makes  Josh angry again.  Sure enough, a really big argument starts up and the boys start pushing each other around.
PAUSE POINT (at 2.20)
There may be questions you would like to ask the children at this point or you may wish to encourage the children to ask questions or make comments. Below are possible things you could discuss, but these are by no means prescriptive. Also they do not need to be discussed in any particular order
Points that may be raised:
· Why might Aiden and Liam’s comments be seen as hurtful towards Maya and Ben? You could highlight the racist nature of Aiden’s comment about Maya being like a ‘monkey scuttling around’ and their comments about Ben’s hand gestures and changing in the girls’ toilet..
· You could discuss why Aiden and Liam might hold these views. Liam refers to his uncle in the army, so are these views that Liam has picked up from other people, or does he genuinely believe them? You could discuss generally how our views on things may be influenced by others and how we decide what views are kind and which ones are hurtful.
· Maya tries to calm things down, whilst Josh gets angry about what has been said. What do you think of the ways that Maya and Josh respond to Aiden and Liam?
· What do you think is going to happen next? If you were with friends and a similar conversation was happening, how do you think you might react? 

Things are looking pretty ugly as Liam and Josh lock eyes.  Maya tries to step in but this time there is nothing she can do to stop the worsening situation.  Aiden is giggling as if it isn’t serious.
“Fight, fight, fight!” chant the other students now gathering around the small group of friends in the canteen.
The noise attracts Mr Llewellyn, their PE teacher, who happens to be on lunch duty.  He steps in between the group of students. “What on earth is going on!?”
Silence.
Maya tries to claim that it was all a bit of a nothing as Josh and Liam continue to stare at each other.
“They were fighting over Ben, sir.  Perhaps they fancy him?” jokes Aiden, not thinking again.
Josh has had enough now. He straightens up and says that it is arrogant of Aiden to assume that Ben would ‘fancy’ him, or Josh for that matter, just because he is gay, and they are boys.  He goes on to say that Aiden’s jokes are not only not funny but are actually very unkind.  He becomes more passionate as he states that Ben is a human being who happens to be gay…so what?  Next he turns to Liam and tells him that his uncle’s experience in the army is outdated and sounds very much like bullying anyway.  He warns Liam that his own behaviour is becoming like that as well.
“You are actually being homophobic,” Josh says.
“He didn’t really mean anything,” interrupts Maya trying to be the peacemaker again.
“We all have to think before we open our mouths,” replies Josh, “and it’s not fair to say these things about Ben, especially when he isn’t here to defend himself.”  Josh goes on to say that name-calling, mimicking and making assumptions as Liam and Aiden had done to both Ben and to Maya, were all very hurtful.  How would they feel if the shoe was on the other foot?
Finally, he turns to Maya, and explains that sometimes we have to speak out for what we believe in and that might mean that we can’t always make excuses for other people’s words and behaviour.
“Well said, Josh,” says Mr Llewellyn.  “Right, nothing to see here. Let’s get ready for the next lesson shall we?” he says to the crowd of students, ushering them away.  Looking back, he winks at Josh and tells the small group of friends that maybe they need to have an honest chat with each other about some of the things that had been said without thinking.
They sit in silence finding it difficult to look at one another.


PAUSE POINT (at 5.03)
There may be questions you would like to ask the children at this point or you may wish to encourage the children to ask questions or make comments. Below are possible things you could discuss, but these are by no means prescriptive. Also they do not need to be discussed in any particular order
Points that may be raised:
· Aiden’s comments are presented as being simply a ‘joke’ or banter. Does that mean it is okay to make comments about people if they are only meant to be jokes or banter? Why do you think that? How do you think Ben might feel if he heard these things being said about him?
· What do you think of the way Josh deals with the situation? You could mention his honesty in calling out his friends, how that might make them feel, how the children in your class think they might handle a similar situation.
· What do you think of Mr Llewellyn’s reactions? What do you think he might do in future? 
Just then Ben arrives.  
Silence.
“So, what’s occurring?” he asks his four friends. Maya bravely tells Ben that they have been talking about him behind his back, discussing how he was teased during the PE lesson.
Ben smiles at his friends and says, “Oh, well I can’t say it doesn’t hurt me. But I’ve got you guys to cover my back, right?”  
The four friends look at each other awkwardly.
“That’s right. You have,” says Josh.  He goes on to explain the importance of good friends who will support each other come what may. “If it happens again, and it probably will, I’ll speak up for you in the lesson, Ben.”
Aiden pipes up, “Yeh, I’m sorry I didn’t stand up for you, Ben.  And that I’m not very careful with what I say myself.”
“Me too,” chips in Liam, “that mimicking was wrong.  I’m sorry.”  He looks at Josh as he says this.
Ben smiles again at his friends.  He knows they aren’t perfect but now he believes they just might all have his back. 
The bell rings for the end of lunch and the five friends happily head off together to their next lesson.
PAUSE POINT (at 6.22)
There may be questions you would like to ask the children at this point or you may wish to encourage the children to ask questions or make comments. Below are possible things you could discuss, but these are by no means prescriptive. Also they do not need to be discussed in any particular order
Points that may be raised:
· How do you think friends should behave towards each other? What do you think of the way Ben’s friends have behaved towards him? What do you think Ben would want his friends to do in future? 
· What do you think you should do if you were unhappy with how your friends behaved towards you? How do you think you should respond if a friend was unhappy with how you were behaving towards them? 
· What does this story tell us about friendships and how friends should behave towards each other, and what to do when friends fall out?  

